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Abstract

Labor policies in Taiwan have offered lots of family-friendly services for female labors to
release the burden of family care. However, in my previous studying, the result shows that these
services fal into two different evaluations. One is that women get their own working rights under
the protection of state; the other is that these services just like a veil for state to shift the
responsibility of family care to employers.

This study focuses on the family ideology and illustrates that women join in the labor market
positively or exclude from the labor market under labor policies. The purpose is to understand the
change of family ideology in labor policies. And we use four key themes to illustrate: (1) the
definition of the family, (2) the family-state relationship, (3) the valuing or devaluing of the family
and family relationships, and (4) the tension between individualism and familism. This study
discovers that the family ideology in the labor policies suffer three periods: in the mid of 1970s to
the mid of 1980s, labor policies focus on the issue of economic development; in the mid of 1980s to
the mid of 1990s, the policies take family care as the government’s responsibilities; and in the mid

of 1990s to 2003, the policies pay attention on married women’s labor force participation.

Key Words: labor policy, family ideology, familism, individualism
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