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The Purpose of this Course (& B &) This course focuses on the theories from “New Criticism”
through deconstruction and postmodernism. Theories are deemed as philosophical meditations on
language. Different theories are literally different views of language; therefore they are not to be
defined in binary opposition. Theories all together contribute to the understanding of literary texts and
cultures. In this course, there are nine subjects to be expounded upon, enriched by a dialogue
between reader and text. The course will be a form of intertextuality based on essential
understanding of texts in theories. The student is expected to participate in class discussion for
creating his own text. Every student is “responsible for” at least a seminar session and is required to
submit a term paper to prove his comprehensive understanding of this course. Besides, the course
will be carried on with a consciousness of English language-learning accompanying the study of
literature and literary theories. The aesthetical or theoretical perspectives will enhance the vision of
life relishing the subtlety of life. The students therefore will be expected to realize the theories do not
merely work as systematic frameworks that tend to stifle sensibilities. Moreover, with the help of
literary theories, the uses of words relevant to the life and literary contexts will be brought to the
students' attention and practices of these words will be a major focus of this course. In a word, the
spirit of the class is close reading, close reading of both literary texts and theories. By examining
subtle details of the texts, the class helps the students cultivate their sensitivity to thoughts, language
and life. Also, by interpreting a text based on close reading, the student demonstrates his ability of
learning and teaching of core subjects of this course.

This course focuses on the theories from “New Criticism” through deconstruction and
postmodernism. Theories are deemed as philosophical meditations on language. Different theories
are literally different views of language; therefore they are not to be defined in binary opposition.
Theories all together contribute to the understanding of literary texts and cultures. In this course, there
are nine subjects to be expounded upon, enriched by a dialogue between reader and text. Also, after
discussion of theory, the designated student will interpret a literary text of his own choice.

1.lecture 2.discussion 3.students' own interpretations.
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2010/2/25 1. New Criticism: Author’s intention and interpretation. Beardsley
and Wimsatt: “The Intentional Fallacy”
2. New Criticism: Objectivity and historical sense. Eliot: “Tradition
2010/3/4  and the Individual Talent” Discussion and close reading of texts
provided by students.

3. “Poetics” of New Criticism: Paradox Brooks: “The Language of
2010/3/11 Paradox’ Discussion and close reading of texts provided by
students.

2010/3/18 4. New Criticism: Practice

5. Structure and sign. a. Lefkovitz's “Creating the World:
2010/3/25 Structuralism and Semiotics” Discussion and close reading of
texts provided by students.

6. Structure and sign. b. Jakobson'’s “The Aspects of Language:
2010/4/1  Metaphor and Metonymy” Discussion and close reading of texts
provided by students.

2010/4/8 7. Reader-Response a. Iser: ‘The Reading Process” Discussion
and close reading of texts provided by students.

N~ B 8. Reader-Response b. Fish: “Literature in the Reader: Affective
1 (Syllabi) 2010/4/15 Stylistics” Discussion and close reading of texts provided by
students.
2010/4/22

2010/4/29 9. Reder-Response: Practice

2010/5/6 10. Deconstruction. a. Bass: “ ‘Literature’/Literature” Discussion
and close reading of texts provided by students.

2010/5/13 11. IZ_)econstruction. Discussion and close reading of texts
provided by students.

2010/5/20 12. Deconstruction: Practice
13. Postmodernism Newman: “Opacity as Reality”, “The

2010/5/27 Indeterminist Fallacy” Discussion and close reading of texts
provided by students.

14. Postmodernism. Chien’s “Dualistic Visions of
2010/6/3 Postmodernism” Discussion and close reading of texts provided
by students.

2010/6/10 15. Postmodernism: Practice
2010/6/17 #ag74
2010/6/24 16. Final exam.

E(Ei%ajzon) 1. Class discussion. 2. Presentation. 3. Term paper.
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