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Medical sociology is a branch of its mother discipline, sociology and, yet, medical sociology covers
a wide spectrum of topics. In this course, we will explore only a few of them. The main purpose is to
help students get familiar with how health is shaped and determined by societal factors, such as the
norms and values a society shares or the group membership to which we belong. We will learn how
social factors are related to health and illness, how the stratification of societies have impacts on the
distribution of morbidity and mortality, how health is socially constructed, and the training and
socialization of health professionals. As the population is aging globally, we will touch some end-of-
life issues and health inequalities and disparities in the access and utilization of health care.

None.

Topics included: social construction of illness, soical factor and health, health disparities,
medicalization of the society, sociology of death and dying, and other important issues in this area.

lectures, discussions, student reports, and videos.

1. Cockerham, William C. (2004). Medical Sociology (Chapter 6, 9, 10). New Jersey: Pearson
Education/Prentice Hall.

2. Moynihan, Ray and Alan Cassels (2005). Selling Sickness: how the world’s biggest
pharmaceutical companies are turning us into patients. New York: Nation Books.
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