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As a result of evaluation by Agricultural Research Institute, sweet sorghum (Sorghum bicolor) might be one of the most important energy plants for bioethanol production in Taiwan, no less important than Ipomoea batatas and Saccharum sinensis .But because the characteristic of Taiwan’s climate is high temperature and high humidity, the production of sweet sorghum might receive large danger caused by pests, and the loss of output and quality during grouth duration might be possibly high. There are more than 20 kinds of plant diseases of sweet sorghum recorded in Taiwan, including panicle and seed rot, ergot, smut, leaf spots, rust, sheath blight and southern blight. As for insect pests, there are more than 30 kinds recorded in Taiwan, including Asian corn borer, cotton bollworm, sorghum aphid, beet armyworm, black cutworm, tussock moth and small tussock moth. This project is aimed, in cooperating with the improved variety selection of the sweet sorghum, to investigate the kinds of pests and to set up of the prevention techniques. To screen some resisting variety of sweet sorghum is the other aim of this study. Besides, this project also studies on the seed production technology of sweet sorghum for mass cultivation in Taiwan.
