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	Abstract: Congenital adrenal hyperplasia (CAH) is a common amosomal recessive disorder which causes more than 90% of CAH cases due to defects in the steroid 21-hydroxylase gene (CYP21A2). The frequency of large mutations was determined in 200 ethnic Chinese (i.e., Taiwanese) CAH patients belonging to 200 families with different clinical forms of CYP21A2 deficiency over 10 years of molecular diagnoses. For a large-gene deletion (or conversion) and the CYP21A2 deletion identification, a PCR product covering the TNXB gene and the 5'-end of the CYP21A2 gene with TaqI endonuclease digestion was analyzed by electrophoresis on agarose gels. For CYP21A2 mutational analysis, secondary PCR amplification of the amplification-created restriction site method was applied. From the results of the analysis, we found that large-gene deletions (or conversions) occurred in 7.5% of the alleles including three different types of the chimeric CYP21A1P/CYP21A2 genes and the haplotype of IVS2-12A/C>G in combination with the 707-714del mutation (without the P30L mutation). The CYP21A2 deletion occurred in 2.0% of the alleles which contained three types of the chimeric TNXA/TNXB genes with two novel ones. We concluded that the CYP21A2 deletion in the ethnic Chinese (Taiwanese) patients exhibits a low occurrence, with the haplotype of the IVS2-12A/C>G in combination with the 707-714del mutation (without the P30L mutation) being prevalent among large gene deletions or conversions. (C) 2007 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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