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ABSTRACT

Nanotechnology, widely hailed as one of the most important industries of the 21st century, is
ranked alongside biotechnology and information technology as the three major forces in the
millennium’s technological development. Taiwan’s national nanotechnology program, has a total
budget of NT$19.2 billion alocated for 2002 to 2007 for the purpose of developing Taiwan’s
“Nanotechnology.” In the light that nanotechnology is poised to bring society a new wave of industrial
and technological revolution, the research of nanotechnology calls for more than the research of
rudimentary science and technologica applications, but rather broaching the science with broad-based,
systematic thinking. With that, this study recognizes that when Taiwan is producing a large scale
investment on the research and development of nanotechnology, it is prudent to conduct a relevant
study on it’s legal, environmental and human health impacts that are conducive to upholding the spirit
of overall social applications. In the absence of any application harm of the nanotechnology at present,
it is imperative to seek adequate development and countermeasure to contain the potential hazard of
nanotechnology, and thus help to map out a comprehensive nanotechnology development environment.
On the other hand, with regard to whether nanotechnology applications should be regulated to avoid the
so-called wealthy men’s technology, it is our opinions that while actively promoting nanotechnology, it
is prudent for the Taiwan government to regulate the issue of the division of intellectual property rights
on nanotechnology so to avoid profiting the conglomerates and ignoring the equity of all people. It
would also be advisable for the government to regulate the issue of nanotechnology product marketing
by facilitating the monitoring of the value of nano products, which would help to contain irregular
market profiting, better protect the general public, and allow us to enjoy the fruits of the technology. As
to the many products saturating the market that proclaim to be nanotechnology products, thereis a need
to draft a set of regulatory guidelines, similar to the “Nano insignia” system soon to be introduced
locally, to better protect the consumer’s equity.
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